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Institutionalised mixed race children

 AMRI Campaign for Justice   

 Childhood lived experience  

 What can social workers do to combat racism 
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AMRI Campaign 

 Ryan Report - Industrial Schools – racism in institutions 

 Joint Committee on Justice & Equality 2014

 UN Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination(CERD)  

 Mother and Baby Homes Commission Report 2021

 UN Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent 

3



AMRI Campaign 
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Dept. of Foreign Affairs 1951 ( pre  Adoption Act 1953) :



AMRI Campaign 
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 Ryan Report - Industrial Schools:



AMRI Campaign 
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 Ryan Report  - Industrial Schools:



AMRI Campaign 
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 Ryan Report- Industrial Schools:



AMRI Campaign 
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 Independent News Paper July 1968 

 Mary Josephine Stephenson 



AMRI Campaign 
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 Joint Committee for Equality and Justice 2014 – our research

 Presentation on initial findings – Chair Mr David Stanton TD

 Ryan Redress board did not cover race

 Reports of sexual abuse in foster families and by older children in the institutions

 Not believed when reporting sexual abuse by priests and teachers

 Denigrated by staff because of the skin colour and told there was no future

 One person beaten by staff because he asked why he was called “blackie” when all he 

wanted to know was his identity and told to shut up

 Dept. of Education viewed mixed race children as “difficult to control”

 High levels of suicide and substance abuse



AMRI Campaign 

10

 CERD – UNHCHR, Geneva,  December 2019  



AMRI Campaign 
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 Mother and Baby Homes Final Report  - Jan 2021 

 Racism found to have affected decisions around adoption and fostering

 No evidence of systemic racism

 No recommendations were made to address the racism that was found

 Racial profiling endemic

 Targeted for vaccine trials 



AMRI Campaign 
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 Mother and Baby Homes Final Report  - Vaccine trials  



AMRI Campaign 
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 Mother and Baby Homes Final Report  - Oral Polio vaccine trial



AMRI Campaign 
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 Mother and Baby Homes 

 Oral Polio vaccine trial



AMRI Campaign 
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 Institutional racism - indicators

 Racial profiling and naming

 Racial bias, beliefs and prejudices

 Lack of protective procedures and policies in place

 Patterns/policy of segregation and targeting

 The Actors: 

 Nun’s, Brother’s, staff

 Health inspectors and medical practitioners

 Professors, judiciary

 Adoption society officers, Adoption board officials,

 Dept. of Education and Dept. of foreign affairs



AMRI Campaign 
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 UN Working Group on People of African Descent

 Belgium Metis community

 Possible wider investigation into institutional racism

 Lack of policies and strategy in the childcare system



Childhood experience 

17

 Lived Experience 

 Holles Street maternity hospital to St Patrick’s MBH 

 St Patricks MBH transferred to Industrial School 

 Rescued 



Childhood experience  
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 Lived Experience 

 Institutionalisation :

 Invasion of privacy  

 Loss of identity - ethnicity

 Family life, love and affection

 Stigma of institutionalisation

 Burden of the secret life(colour and illegitimacy)

 Abuse and neglect 

 Future prospects 



Social Workers – What can you do ?  
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 Be Human Rights Defenders  

 Follow through on your Anti-Racism Strategy

 Educate, Educate, Educate 

 Advocate 

 Challenge 

 Allyship

 Research and Report    


